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Your GUARDIAN update, Spring 2018 

Thanks to you, lives are being changed right now. By supporting Hope for Justice as a GUARDIAN, 
you have taken a stand on behalf of the voiceless and the exploited. 

In a very real way, you are rescuing victims of modern slavery…you are restoring their 
dreams…you are reforming society to end slavery forever.  

Here are some of the recent successes your giving has achieved and enabled across the UK: 

 

Tomasz’s story  

Tomasz* never knew his parents and was raised in a 
children’s home in eastern Europe. Once he became 
an adult, he had nowhere to go and was approached 
by an older woman offering to give him a home and 
find him work in the UK.  

Tomasz worked in a car wash but was treated like a 
slave, or a ‘horse’ as known by his traffickers – they 
took his wages, shaved his head, beat him regularly, 
and forced him to work in prostitution. He was unable 
to stand up for himself as he couldn’t speak English 
and was terrified of the consequences.  

Tomasz was eventually thrown out onto the streets as 
he was not making his traffickers enough money. He 
moved into accommodation with his new partner who 
he shared a child with, but their landlord soon began 
exploiting them.  

Tomasz and his family sought help from a local day 
shelter who had been trained by Hope for Justice and 
they referred him to our specialist team.  

Hope for Justice helped Tomasz and his family secure a safe place to live with initial support, but 
despite being free from his traffickers, he continued to suffer repercussions of exploitation. In 
the accommodation where he hoped to rebuild his life, Tomasz started to receive letters telling 
him about debts in his name that he had never known about and was threatened with eviction. 
These debts belonged to his traffickers.  

Hope for Justice’s Advocacy Team worked to write off these debts, helping to stabilise his 
housing situation. Tomasz can now live free from the fear of losing his home, enabling him to 
focus on recovering from trauma and raising his son, Michel. 
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Tomasz is committed to ensuring his son receives a better start in life than he received himself 
and is diligently seeking work with the support of Hope for Justice.  

Hope for Justice recently visited Tomasz and his family in their new home and were pleased to 
see a loving family with hope for the future, despite their past. Tomasz had dinner ready on the 
table and Michel was healthy and happy playing with his toys.  

Tomasz was grateful for all of the support provided by Hope for Justice thanks to our supporters, 
and said: “Thank you very much…you are helping us so much, you are doing a lot for our family. 
Thank you.” 

*Name changed and photo posed to protect the survivor’s identity 

 

Every padlock on our FREEDOM WALL represents a real life rescued from trafficking by Hope for Justice! 
It makes us incredibly proud to see Tomasz’s name up on the Freedom Wall. 

 

Rise in identification rates of victims 

Hope for Justice was pleased to see a rise in the number of victims of trafficking being identified, 
rising to 5,145 people in 2017 according to the National Crime Agency.  

As this is a hidden crime, with tens of thousands of victims estimated across the UK alone, 
having more people identified and referred for support is to be welcomed.  

We know that some of the recent rise is thanks to the specialist work of Hope for Justice’s 
investigators, trainers and outreach workers, as well as those in our wider movement, trained to 
spot the signs and to respond.  

Read the full story here. 
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Training 

Our experts have trained more than FOUR THOUSAND people in the first three months of 2018 
alone, an incredible achievement! Many of those trained are police officers and others on the 
frontlines of the fight against modern slavery, who are now equipped with the knowledge and 
tools they need to better tackle this crime and help victims.  

We had a fantastic illustration of the value of our training recently when a probation officer who 
had just been trained by Hope for Justice intervened in a court case against a victim who had 
been forced into cannabis cultivation by a gang. She was about to be prosecuted as a criminal, 
instead of supported as a victim. Thanks to our training, the probation officer knew about the 
protections for victims under the Modern Slavery Act 2015 and informed the judge of the full 
circumstances, so the case was quashed.  

This is just one example out of countless others of people using our training in their everyday 
work, helping to bring an end to modern slavery by reforming society.  

 

Learn to Spot the Signs 

We wanted to give you some key learning points: signs to look out for in your own community. 
Here are some important indicators relating to modern slavery: 

 Deception 
 Restriction of movement 
 Abuse of vulnerability 
 Withholding of wages 
 Excessive overtime 
 Abusive working/living conditions 
 Retention of ID documents by another 

person 
 Physical or sexual violence 
 Debt bondage 
 Intimidation and threats 
 Fear and anxiety 
 Limited family or social contact 

 

You can download this poster to print by clicking here. 

To report a concern, call 0300 008 8000. IMPORTANT: If you have reason to believe a person is in 
immediate danger, call 999 first. 
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Hope Sunday 

Many of the donors who enable our programmes come from a church community, and we have 
seen time and again how churches can have a huge impact in the fight against modern slavery. If 
you are part of a church, why not see if it could host a HOPE SUNDAY, where your whole 
congregation can learn about human trafficking and the steps they can take to end it?  

You can find out more about Hope Sunday and how your church can register its interest in 
hosting one at www.hopeforjustice.org/hs  

 

Launch of Slave-Free Alliance 

It is clear that ending slavery forever will require a change of attitudes and practices in the 
business community, since so much forced labour is uncovered in the supply chains of large 
companies.  

That is why Hope for Justice has launched a unique membership scheme for businesses called 
Slave-Free Alliance, offering companies a chance to be at the forefront of a global movement 
that is ending slavery, while getting access to high-quality resources and services from the Hope 
for Justice team.  

Maybe your business could get involved, or you know someone who might be interested? Find 
out more about joining this amazing initiative at: www.slavefreealliance.org  

 

 

 

We are part of the community of GUARDIANS who give what we can, month after month, 
because rescue is not an event, it is a process.  

Thank you for everything you do in support of our work and for being part of this movement!  

Look out for our monthly video updates from the team, and we will be back with another in-
depth report in about three months’ time. Let’s celebrate #UnlockingFreedom together! 

The Hope for Justice GUARDIAN team 


